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the tissue [11]. Therefore, the relevance of the ne~dle pressure 
parameter for the distensibility of blood vessels .IS debatable. 
The distensibility values for the vasculature m cutaneous 
tissue obtained in this study, is in agreement with the values 
obtai~ed for subcutaneous tissue [4]. The results indicate that 
the vascular bed in cutaneous tissue in generalized scleroderma 
can be distended to the same extent as the vascular bed in 
normal cutaneous and subcutaneous tissue, but the results also 
suggest a steeper slope of the interstitial fluid pressure-volume 
curve in generalized scleroderma indicating a decreased com-
pliance of extravascular tissue. 
This study was supported by the Danish Rheumatism Association. 
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Announcements 
The 2nd Conference of the European Society for Comparative Skin Biology is to be held in Copenhagen, 
August 25 to 28, 1980. The programme will include oral and poster sessions and discussion groups on 
comparative physiology, biochemistry, and structure, of invertebrate and vertebrate integument. Further 
information from the Secretary, Dr. P. E. Budtz, August Krogh Institute, Zoophysiological Laboratory A, 
13, Universitetsparken, DK-2100 Copenhagen 0, Denmark. 
The American College of Cryosurgery will hold its Second Annual Meeting at the Holiday Inn, 
Whitehaven Road and East River Road, Grand Island, NY 14072 on June 15 and 16,1979. This meeting 
will be in collaboration with the Department of Surgery, State University of New York at Buffalo School 
of Medicine. The Program Chairman is Andrew A. Gage, M.D.; Chief of Staff, State University of New 
York at Buffalo School of Medicine. Details may be obtained from the Corresponding Secretary, Daniel 
A. Moran, 18 West Main St., Clinton, CT 06413. Tel. (203) 669-4118. 
